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Referring now to FIG. 9, there is shown diagrarr 
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Brief Summary Text - BSTX (9) : 

A recent innovation in sales has been to use 
facility to post descriptions, often including 
services, and to show the current pricing for t 
automated and capable of accepting an order fro 
customer fill out an on-line order form and/or 
items in a "shopping cart." This ordering infor 
system and placed into an on-line order databas 
then completes the order. Such systems, at hea 
services only at a fixed price, and do not offe 
competitive bidding and negotiation. Such syst 
prices in an interactive manner in response to 
such as supply and demand. 
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Abstract Text - ABTX (1) : 

In a system that accepts a given search entity from a 
database to identify a possible matching entity from a I 
method is provided for evaluating the reliability of the 
Preferably, the method is carried out with minimal humar 
inputs a plurality of attributes to identify a given ent 
identifies a possible matching entity, and assigns a nurr 
the match quality of each attribute. Thereafter, the me 
each attribute score, assembles the grades into a key, l 
a memory, and retrieves a confidence code or quality inc 
The confidence codes are based on empirical information 
quality of the match for the particular entity. 
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more particularly to a 
method configured to find a match for a given entity in a database containing 
information on a large number of entities. 

Brief Summary Text - BSTX (8) : 

Business entities are typically listed in a database by what can be called 
attLibutes. The most common attributes are those which identify the entity, 
such as the business name and location. Location can be broken down into a 
number of attributes which include street number, street name, P.O. box 
number, city, town or the like, state (if in the U.S.) or country, and 
telephone number. These are common attributes which are found in many 
commercial databases reporting information on business entities. Other 
attributes are, however, sometimes utilized. 

Brief Summary Text - BSTX (9) : 

When it is desired to find a match for a given entity within such a list of 
business entities, inconsistencies in listing information can create matching 
problems. In some instances, inconsistencies can result from erroneous 
information stored in the database itself, and also from erroneous information 
input when identifying a given entity for whom a match is desired. In other 
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